
D r  C.G.Church, a member of t h i s  Society, and a Consultant Anaesthetist  
i n  Bradford, Yorkshire, d ied  on April  5 th  1989, a f t e r  a long and 
courageous b a t t l e  agains t  malignant disease.  H e  was 45. 

Christopher Gareth Church was born i n  February 1944 i n  Colwyn Bay and 
educated a t  S t  Alban's School. He studied medicine a t  S t  ~artholomew' 
Hospital ,  and graduated i n  1967. After house jobs a t  Redhill ,  he took a 
shor t  s e rv ice  c m i s s i o n  i n  the  Royal Navy, c m e n c i n g  t r a in ing  a t  
Plymouth. He was posted t o  the  West Indies ,  Malta and Gibral tar .  
Chris l e f t  the Navy i n  1973 to  pursue a career  i n  anaes thet ics ,  f i r s t l y  
a s  Regis t rar  i n  Southampton, then a s  Senior Registrar i n  Leeds and 
f i n a l l y ,  i n  1977, a s  Consultant i n  Bradford. 

He w i l l  always be wannly remembered i n  Bradford f o r  h i s  h w u r ,  honesty, 
sense of duty,  and in t eg r i ty .  He took a g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  h i s  work, h i s  
colleagues,  and, above a l l ,  i n  disseminating the  a r t  of anaes thet ics  and 
r e susc i t a t ion  through h i s  teaching. His enthusiasm was in fec t ious ,  and 
engendered an ' e s p r i t  de  corps '  which was perhaps a typ ica l  q u a l i t y  of a 
Senior Service o f f i ce r .  He spent many hours t ra in ing,  no t  only 
medical s tudents  and junior  anaes thet ic  s t a f f ,  but a l s o  paramedical 
s t a f f  f o r  the Navy. He held posts of Honorary Lecturer of both Leeds 
and Manchester Univers i t ies ,  and was a keen examiner of undergraduates. 
He remained a member of the  Naval Reserve and the  Society of Naval 
Anaesthet is ts ,  and was very disappointed when h i s  request f o r  ac t ive  
se rv ice  during the  Falklands c r i s i s  was refused. 

His s k i l l  a s  an organiser  was put  t o  the  t e s t  when he became a d i r e c t o r  
of the  Yorkshire Cl in ic ,  which a t  the time had ye t  t o  be b u i l t  and paid 
for.  Within two years i t  was to  become one of the  country ' s  leading 
f u l l y  independent hospi ta ls ,  and s e t  such a high standard that, 
predictably,  i t  was bought ou t  within seven years of opening. Chris was 
q u i t e  open about h i s  pr ivate  pract ice ,  a s  he was about most profess ional  
matters.  Indeed, he took g r e a t  pr ide  i n  i n v i t i n g  t r a inees  t o  v i s i t  
' h i s '  hosp i t a l ,  t o  s e e  how h i s  ideas had borne f r u i t ,  a s  a model i n  
microcosm of what the NHS should be l i ke .  Thus, h i s  dedication to  duty 
benefited pr ivate  and publ ic  sec to r s  a l ike .  

A t  home, Chris enjoyed a f u l l  family l i f e  with Vicky, a Bar t ' s  nurse 
whom he met a s  a student.  He was j u s t l y  proud of h i s  chi ldren,  
Nicholas, Katherine and Peter.  His i n t e r e s t s  were varied: an ac t ive  
member o f ,  and MO to,  the  Keighley and Worth Valley steam railway, he 
a l s o  enjoyed f e l l  walking and was a ta lented musician. Chris and Vicky 
were a t  the  forefront  i n  hosting and organising hosp i t a l  and 
departmental s o c i a l  events. 

Chris F e l l  ill a s  he was about t o  take the  Departmental Chair, and 
desp i t e  the  prospect of prolonged and painful  therapy, he decided to  
continue work, i n i t i a l l y  i n  an administrative capacity,  but then he made 
the  supreiie e f f o r t  of r ehab i l i t a t ion  t o  F u l l  c l i n i c a l  dut ies .  The 
remission was sadly  t o  l a s t  j u s t  a year. F i t t i ng ly ,  he  w i l l  be 
remembered i n  pa r t  through an eponymous annual examination p r i ze  f o r  
Leeds anaes thet ics  students.  P.J.B.S. 


