
The Anaesthesia Heritage 
Centre invites you to a series 
of new exhibitions

A Silver Lining Through 
the Dark Clouds Shining :  
The Development of 
Anaesthesia During the 
First World War
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* A line from Keep the Home-Fires  
 Burning by Ivor Novello

The Association of Anaesthetists of Great 
Britain and Ireland has brought together the 
Association’s museum, archives and library in  
an Anaesthesia Heritage Centre for specialists 
as well as interested members of the public.

Visitor information: 

The Anaesthesia Heritage Centre, AAGBI 
Foundation, 21 Portland Place, London W1B 1PY. 

Open Monday to Friday 10am until 4pm 
(last admission 3.30pm). Appointments are 
recommended: email heritage@aagbi.org or 
phone 020 7631 8865. Admission is free. Group 
visits for up to 20 people can be arranged at a 
small cost per person.
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Did you know that during 
the First World War:

 

The Anaesthesia Heritage Centre is 
producing a series of four temporary 
exhibitions honouring the work of the 
doctors who gave anaesthesia and 
pain relief to wounded people during 
the First World War. 

Boyle’s 
apparatus

The Boyle Machine - did you know? 
 

Featuring oral histories  
to link past & present 

Dr Sean Tighe served in the Navy during the Falklands War
‘I’d had five months of anaesthetic training and I was thrown into this. It was absolutely, 
terrifically exciting and professionally challenging. There I was, rushing around, 
resuscitating people from severe burns and from peripheral military injuries, then taking 
them through to theatre and anaesthetising them for quite interesting surgery.’ 

‘...in the Falklands we didn’t have good supplies of oxygen. We had to be careful about how 
and when we used it; when we needed to use it, we used it. We didn’t have any oximetry so 
we didn’t know what a patient’s oxygen levels were. We were working in bad light. This was 
a converted refrigeration plant that had no windows so, once you went in, it was extremely 
dark. We had electric lights which were very basic. We had our own generators but they 
produced really quite poor light for the surgeons and us - you had to guess whether 
patients were blue or not. It was a bit difficult!’ 

‘...the protocol we used...was the first attempt at having an organised resuscitation policy 
and pre-dates ATLS but used very similar principles. I got involved in ATLS later on in my 
career and recognised that the Falklands was very much where it all started.’

Henry Boyle

Marshall’s 
apparatus

Geoffrey Marshall

Marshall vs Boyle: who REALLY  

developed the Boyle machine? 2014-2015

Operating theatre in HMS Burbis 


